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DiVine District draws 1,000 people for artwalk
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A recent artwalk in ‘Willoughtyy proved to be a success for a business coaltion aiming to spruce up
its section of Vine Street.

The *Divine District,” which consists of several businesses — including My Song Boutique, Spray U
Tan, Schullz Upholstery, Genls Woodworking and Design and Body 4 U Persanal Training —
recentty kicked off its initiatrve try hosting a "Divine ArtWalk® Sept. 3.

With the help of the city, the district permanenthy installed more than 20 modermn art sculptures,
many from recycled local material, on Yine Street between Erie and Skiff streets.

*| estimate we had a steady flow throughout the event and around 1,000 peopile walked the
sculpbure garden * said Jackie Beriolelte, co-owmer of My Song Boutique and project co-initiatar,
“We feel that the event itself was an amazing success and that the excitement about the sculptures
was tremendous ”

As part of the day's festivities, children helped to create the 1ast sculpture, Bertolette s3id.

"Mearty 45 kids put their talents into “oung & Art.” the children sculpture and the community mural
was great fun,” she said, "Mayor (David) Anderson led a ribbon cutting for the sculpture walk and he
anid his wife did the first bwo Squares on the community mural. They walked the entive stroll and were
vEry plEased with the art and the event "

The sculptures all have “donated by® plaques on them and some were dedicated (o certain city
departments,

“Wi also have several entities, such as the Willoughity Fing Arts Association, who have expressed
interest in being represented on the walk,” Bertolette said. It has Deen a very positve experience
far Willoughtyy, the arts and the Divine District ®

Priar o the artwalk, marmy of the Dusinesses on the streel were proacthee by rejuiaenating ther
frontage with fiowers, Banners and rendyvations, acconding to the dstrct.

“We have had much interest In hosting an artist even on a regular basis” Berolette said. "And (we)
have scheduled what we are calling "ArtStock’ for Oct, 15 from 5 pom. to 9 p.m. This will be a free
eyviarit for bath artists and eent goers, inwhich the artists will do their crafns in a créatpoe assembhy
and allow Tolks 0 enjoy, a5k questions and participate *

Beyond that, the district plams to hold an amwalk event each year and hold 3 contest for the addition
of several new sculpfures to be included in the permanent installation, Bertolette said,

“Wie are also loaking at other ideas for fun new projects to beautify the area in spring 2011, but
have miof et confirrmed which ideas we will do,® she added,



